
 

City of Long Beach 
Working Together to Serve 

Memorandum 

 

Date: February 6, 2006  

To: Gerald R. Miller, City Manager 

From: Katherine Parsons, Public Information Officer 

For: Mayor and Members of the City Council 

Subject: City Report For Week Ending February 3, 2006  

 
This City Report highlights various activities for the week ending February 3, 
2006. I hope you will find this information useful.  Please feel free to contact my 
staff should you have any questions. 
 
MAJOR WEEKLY HIGHLIGHTS 
Health and Human Services 
A Point of Dispensing (POD) Full Scale Exercise to test the City’s ability to 
dispense mass medicine within 48 hours of a biological attack such as anthrax 
was held February 2.  More than 500 volunteers from the community, schools, 
universities, and community-based agencies acted as patients of the POD.  
 
The event, part of the Los Angeles County Operational Area’s “Operation 
Chimera” Exercise Series, was based on an anthrax attack.  The POD exercise 
tested DHHS' Strategic National Stockpile and Cities Readiness Initiative Plans, 
which outline protocols on dispensing mass medicine.  The exercise also tested 
DHHS’ incident command and communications systems. Over 150 staff 
members participated in the POD exercise while a Department Operations 
Center Tabletop Exercise was conducted concurrently. Observers from City, 
county, state and federal agencies, including the Centers for Disease Control, 
attended the event. 
 
Community Development, Workforce Development Bureau 
Approximately 175 youths participated in the Youth Opportunity Center's 7th 
Annual Job Shadow Day on February 1. Long Beach Unified School District high 
school students participated in career exploration activities at workplaces that 
included Fire Department, Police Department, City Hall Legislative and City 
Manager Offices, the Press-Telegram, the Airport, the Water Department and 
CSULB's Carpenter Center. Students were linked with sites that matched their 
areas of interest or study - e.g., automotive, culinary arts, student government, 
and ROTC - to get a glimpse of possible careers for the future, and to connect 
the importance of education in that process. 
 
Community Development, Housing Services 
On January 23, more than 55 community members attended a public meeting 
held by the Housing Services Bureau and The Long Beach Housing 
Development Company (LBHDC) at Burnett Elementary School. Developers who 
responded to the Atlantic Avenue Workforce Housing Request for Qualifications 
(RFQ)  presented  their  qualifications  and  experience  in  the  development  of  
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MAJOR WEEKLY HIGHLIGHTS 
Community Development, Housing Services (Continued) 
affordable attached for-sale housing. They also responded to comments and 
questions from the community. The requirements of the RFQ are based on the 
Atlantic Avenue Master Plan, which was completed in 2004 and proposes an 
affordable 58-unit attached town home development be located on the west side 
of Atlantic Avenue between 20th Street and Hill Street, directly across the street 
from the Renaissance Walk development. Developers present included AMCAL, 
Habitat for Humanity, The Olson Company, Community Corporation of Santa 
Monica, Rey-Mark Development, and Brookfield Homes. 
 
Parks, Recreation and Marine, Public Works 
The grand opening of the Colorado Lagoon Wetland and Marine Science 
Education Center, which was created with community partners, is expected to 
draw more than 500 visitors on January 28.  A $3.8 million dollar check for the 
first stage of the Lagoon’s restoration was presented at the dedication. 
Representatives from the Governor’s Office, the State Senate and Assembly, the 
County Supervisor’s office, the City Council, the Metropolitan Water District and 
the Regional Water Quality Control Board participated. Students and 
representatives from more than 28 groups concerned about wetland and marine 
science education are expected to attend. 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS AND PROJECTS 
Parks, Recreation and Marine, Community Recreation Programs Bureau 
On Saturday, February 11, the California Recreation Center will host its 19th 
Annual Black History program entitled, Our Yesterdays…Their Tomorrow, from 
11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Festivities will include live performances by local 
entertainers and guest speakers. 
 
AWARDS 
Community Development, Redevelopment Bureau  
The Pike at Rainbow Harbor Parking Structure has been recognized by the 
International Parking Institute with two awards: The 2005 Award of Excellence for 
Best Design of a Parking Facility with 800 or more Spaces and the 2005 Award 
of Merit for Architectural Achievement. The seven-level, 2,211-space structure, 
designed by International Parking Design, ties together the Queensway Bay Plan 
for this entertainment district. 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY 
Police 
Citywide, police officers responded to 646 priority one, 1,437 priority two and 
1,185 priority three calls for service, for a total of 3, 268 for the reporting period.    
 
Fire  
The Fire Department responded to a total of 1,358 emergency calls for service:                                                                                           
129 calls for fires, of which 20 involved structures; and 720 emergency medical 
calls, of which 489 required paramedics.   
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NEIGHBORHOODS 
Fire 
On February 1, Long Beach Fire Ambassadors and Engine 19 visited Carver 
Elementary to teach third grade students the importance of fire safety.  Students 
went through the Fire Safety House. 
 
Parks, Recreation and Marine, Planning and Development Bureau 
Main irrigation lines have been completed and the forms have been set for the 
foundations of the new community center in Admiral Kidd Park.    
 
The playground equipment and the ornamental fence around the playground are 
being installed at Grace Park.   
 
Rough electrical has been completed at Davenport Park, on 55th Way near 
Paramount Boulevard.  The concrete surface of the basketball court was poured 
this week and installation of the irrigation equipment and fence posts for the park 
perimeter fence was begun. 
 
Concrete flat work for ADA improvements has been completed at Birdcage and 
Lilly Parks. Concrete and asphalt demolition has begun for a wheelchair 
accessible ramp between the parking lot and sidewalk at the Leeway Sailing and 
Aquatics Center.  Demolition has also begun for the new accessible approach to 
the community center at College Estates Park. 
 
Decorative concrete ribbons are complete in the medians on Atlantic Ave. 
between Artesia Blvd. and 68th St., on Cherry Ave. between Artesia Blvd. and 
70th St., and on Artesia Boulevard between Obispo Avenue and Downey 
Avenue. The rough electrical is complete and irrigation equipment is being 
installed. 
 
Parks, Recreation and Marine, Community Recreation Programs Bureau 
On January 28, the first week of games for the youth sports basketball season 
began, with 125 teams from 25 local parks. 
 
Community Development, Neighborhood Services 
On January 28, more than 55 residents of the South Wrigley Neighborhood 
Improvement Strategy area cleaned up 20 tons of trash from the streets and 
alleys near Henderson Street, while a City graffiti contractor volunteered time to 
remove the graffiti in the area. The event was a coordinated effort of the 
Neighborhood Services Bureau, LBPD West Division, Prosecutor’s Office, LBPD 
Community Relations, Parks, Recreation and Marine and the Neighborhood 
Advisory Group. 
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SPECIAL EVENTS 
Parks, Recreation and Marine, Community Enrichment Programs Bureau 
On January 29, 263 visitors turned out at Rancho Los Cerritos for a tour of the 
adobe home with historical characters. The free Living History Days tours were 
offered by volunteers from Friends of Rancho Los Cerritos, the museum's 
membership group.  The next Living History Day will take place on April 30. 
 
Parks, Recreation and Marine, Special Events and Filming Bureau 
NBC Las Vegas, with a cast and crew of 125, filmed scenes for an upcoming 
episode of the TV show Las Vegas at the Convention Center, the Hyatt, and V2O 
on January 31. 
 
OTHER ITEMS OF NOTE 
Public Works, Fleet Services Bureau 
As part of the City’s long-term vehicle replacement plan, the Bureau has 
purchased and outfitted numerous public safety vehicles over the past few 
months.  As part of the vehicle replacement plan, and with additional grant 
funding, the Police Department is receiving the following new vehicles: 50 black 
and whites; five Sergeant vehicles; eight K-9 vehicles; and six emergency 
response trailers for Homeland Security.   In addition, the Fire Department is 
receiving the following replacement and grant-funded vehicles: 10 fire pumper 
trucks; two fire ladder trucks; two Airport crash rigs; and one mobile command 
unit.   
 
Many of these replacement vehicles are long awaited arrivals.  The Fire pumper 
trucks will be 22 years old upon replacement. The new trucks will allow for 
reduced vehicle maintenance expense, as well as provide state-of-the-art 
equipment to the Fire Department.  The grant-funded vehicles will provide the 
Fire and Police departments with new capabilities for the provision of Homeland 
Security efforts. 
 
 

Parks, Recreation and Marine, Marine Bureau 
The Marine Bureau held a public boat auction, on January 28, to auction off 
abandoned and confiscated vessels.  
 

Long Beach Gas & Oil, Gas Services Bureau 
Staff completed a total of 2,927 service calls. This total included 849 Gas and 
Water Utility Turn Ons, and 839 Turn Offs. During this period, 1,028 Customer 
Service Orders were completed for services that included lighting pilots, adjusting 
and inspecting appliances, completing fumigation orders, and verifying read 
orders. A total of 211 meter maintenance and billing-related orders were 
completed. In addition, Gas Control/Dispatch (24/7 operation) received 498 
emergency phone calls that resulted in 137 emergency orders being sent out.  
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Construction Projects 
Installing gas pipes at: 
71st Way between Myrtle Avenue and Orange Avenue 
Atlantic Place A/E of Atlantic Place and Eastondale Avenue between 72nd and 
Myrtle Avenue 
Start of project: 12/12/05.  Estimated completion: 1/27/06. 

Rebuilding gas regulator station at Quincy Ave and Vista Street. 
Estimated completion: 2/17/06 
 
Installing gas pipes at: 
Linden Avenue; De Forrest Park area. 
Estimated completion: 4/12/06 
 
Installing gas pipes at: 
Orange Avenue - between Lewis and Cherry Avenues. 
Estimated completion: 4/24/06 
 
 
GRM: KP: arc 
 
 
cc: Christine Shippey, Assistant City Manager  

Reginald Harrison, Deputy City Manager 
 Suzanne Mason, Deputy City Manager 
 City Manager Department Heads 

Tom Modica, Manager, Government Affairs 
Jyl Marden, City Council Liaison 

 
 
 


